
s tor i e s  f rom t h e v i n e ya r d s

BRION



—Larr y Bet t ine l l i

 V i t icu l tura l is t

 s l e e p i ng l a dy v i n e ya r d

r at t l e s na k e

“As legend has i t , the reason this house is s tanding af ter the 

ear thquake that we had a couple year s ago is because Mrs . 

Reese , when she was 93 year s old , was in her k i tchen cook ing 

and heard a rat t lesnake out the back door. So being the good 

countr y gal that she was , she picked up her shotgun and went 

outs ide to dispatch the rat t lesnake and when she came back in , 

the k i tchen was on �re . 

“So she grabbed the phone, cal led the �re depar tment , 

grabbed the water hose at the same t ime, proceeded to put 

the �re out in the k i tchen. By the t ime the �re depar tment 

ar r ived, the �re was out but there was ex tensive smoke 

damage. There was an insurance payment for the smoke 

damage that had occur red and they took the major i t y of that 

payment and put a foundat ion on this house , a ver y, ver y good 

foundat ion, to ear thquake s tandards and that sor t of thing. 

And then they rebui l t the k i tchen on a ver y shoes tr ing basis . 

Because that foundat ion was put in place , the house was s t i l l  

s tanding when the ear thquake came along. I t was a rock 

foundat ion pr ior to that .”
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